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utchering days on the farm 

of my childhood were ex- 

citing and busy, even for 

children. Long before day- 

light we began to fill the 

scalding pan with water and 
Stull wood into the trench of frozen 
ground over which it rested. To see the 
flames shoot up from crackling hickory, 
maple, and oak blocks was exciting in 
itself. 

The crisp, cold winter air met no 
complaint on butchering days as we 
rushed from house to fire to barn. We 
didn’t want to miss a moment from the 
killing of the hog to the time it was 
taken down clean and white to be care- 
fully cut and sawed on the huge tree 
block in the smokehouse. 

Because of school, which couldn't 
yield even to this excitement, we missed 
altogether too much. But if things 
went right, we were home in time to 


watch wide-eyed as the spicy sausages 


oozed from the press in neat links. 
Somehow the memory of those child- 
hood days is more vivid than that of 
later years, which meant added work 
for the day and less excitement. 


Packaged Recollections 


How pleasant it is to reach back into 
memory for stored treasures! When we 
put away our memories, we cannot tell 
how they will look when we take them 
out again for examination or use. At 


times we let them become me 
reluctantly — almost like childrer} 
are disappointed because mot 
packing the garden’s best strawbt} 
for the deepfreeze, even though }} 
appetite for berries is satisfied. 1} 
ant times like pleasant tastes arc} 
easily terminated by an act of theq 
Perhaps the last days of Deced 
give occasion for bringing out song 
the past year’s stored and pack} 
recollections. Not all of them anf 
tractive, not al] are cheerful (thaj 
thank God, many are), but all arex 
ful. Whatever happens to us can 
together for good. if our minds9g 
hearts are fixed on God. With this 
viction we reach into the deepfree} 
our memory to draw out the 
marked 1960. 


Decisions Must Be Made. 


One of the year’s outstanding nat 
Advise and Consent, by Allen D 
tells of the national and internat} 
complications of a single political 
pointmient. Perhaps what the n 
does better than anything else is to) 
us realize that decisions must be m 
and people must assume responsill 
for the decisions they make. 

Even august bodies like the Ur 
States Senate and famous families: 
those of Presidents, diplomats, Supi 
Court justices, and business leaders 
made up of individuals whose pers: 
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By Omar Stuenkel 


acters, consciences, habits, and de- 
is are significant in themselves. Hu- 
personality is the stuff of life. 
Hmories of personal decisions that 

ect an increasing trust in God and 
ization of His demands and prom- 
| are assets when we take our end-of- 
ir inventory. 


Top News Stories 


jNews stories of the year will vary 
ating according to the person who 
Irs them. They become, like other 
ial phenomena, a measure of society 
M of its interpreters, as well as a re- 
it of the measure society uses. There 
ih be no doubt that national election 
its will rank among the top news 
1960. Equally important is the 
mluation of the campaign itself, which 
bduced some outstanding innova- 
s. 

We will not soon use up the memory 
the U-2 incident, which made many 
the-street Americans take a new look 
themselves. Perhaps we had never 
hered to ask about the moral and 
nical side of this incident, and being 
ced to do so Was am experience we 
red somewhat gingerly alongside a 
marked Hiroshima. 

The summit collapse, the cancellation 
President Eisenhower’s trip to Japan, 
d the open hostility of a Communist- 
nded regime only 90 miles from the 
S. coast are memories that become 
rsonal as well as national because 
sy may affect our individual as much 
our collective future. 

We are a little nervous, too, about 
yer memories we locked up this year. 
ere were the racial tensions of deseg- 
zation moves, the indeterminate path- 
y of education pulling to various 
ndards without consensus, and the 
surring question of corruption among 
yse in positions of leadership and in- 
ence. 

How Different! 


As we draw each recollection from 
» deepfreeze of memory, we are 
netimes surprised to see how different 
ny look now when we want to use 
m. All the more important, then, to 
ate every experience to God. As we 
igregate to worship at this season, 
l in the afterglow of Christmas, we 
ognize with thanksgiving that God’s 
id has been present in our life to 
eld, to guide, to strengthen and 
vide. ; 
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Steadfastly we trust His promise: 
“Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Be 
not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of My righteousness.” Because 
of Jesus Christ we are the forgiven 
children of God, and every experience, 
every memory, must take His gracious 
forgiveness into account. 


Pet Sins 


We keep this divine pardon in view 
also when hesitantly and with shame we 
draw from memory’s box the sins of 
the past year. Because we trusted in 
our Savior’s accomplished forgiveness, 
we have already forgotten much of that 
in which we failed. But other mem- 
ories of past sins remain. These mem- 
ories, too, against the background of 
Christ’s forgiving love, can be useful. 

We repented of the easy complacency 
of comfortable living, which made our 
zeal for what is right less earnest be- 
cause we feared the loss of our advan- 
tage; yet we still need the Spirit’s gentle 
urgings to prevent more of the same. 
Zeal for missions, courage to do our 
moral duty, and faith to enable us to 
act in love toward others must be the 
prospect. 

Our pet sins are too easily forgotten. 
The warning of the bitter remorse they 
caused us as we realized our treachery 
to Christ is sharp and unpleasant still, 


‘but the words of our heavenly Father, 


“This My son was dead and ‘is alive 
again,’ supply incentive and potential 
for a more consecrated use of life. 


Hours of Fear 


The memory of a loved one parted 
from us in the past year may be promi- 
nent in the storehouse of our mind. 
Shock, deep and difficult, was our first 
response. It was mixed, too, with fear, 
sorrow, guilt, and, marvelously, because 
our loved one was “in Christ,” with the 
joy of victory; for by God’s grace our 
loved one, we knew, had gone to be 
with Jesus. 

Such a memory cannot but bless even 
when it pains. It draws us nearer that 
ultimate goal of heaven itself, so that 
we, too, have a desire to depart and to 
be with Christ forever. 

The shelf in the deepfreeze of mem- 
ory that stores the year’s proud record 
of our children’s bright accomplish- 
ments holds also shadowy hours of fear 
—our job was insecure, recession 
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threatened, auto repairs cost time and 
money. 

Anniversaries, births, marriages, con- 
firmations, deaths —all the little tri- 
umphs and defeats are there to be 
brought out at the close of the year 
and again through the years to come. 


Always God 


Christ’s sacrifice of Himself, His 
birth, life, death, and resurrection are 
the atom smasher of our lives but also 
the only means of reconstituting and re- 
shaping our little lives to mirror God. 

The substratum of our confidence 
and hope is always God, not a prin- 
ciple, not an ambition, not a view of 
life, but faith in a Person. It is a living 
relationship, a mutual relationship, 
even though what each brings to the 
other is dramatically different. We come 
to worship, God comes to be worshiped. 
We come seeking, He comes giving. 
We confess our faults and failures, He 
grants forgiveness. We hope for mercy, 
He promises eternal happiness. 


All Useful 


We close the year, as we began it, 
in the name of God. The year before 
us, like Canaan glimpsed from Nebo, 
may bring to others the fulfillment of 
our prayers and labors rather than en- 
joyment to ourselves. Should it be so, 
we know that because of Christ we, 
like Moses, will be in a better Promised 
Land. More likely, though, the end of 
the year will mark only one more mile- 
stone in our life, one more harvest of 
memories. 

The end of the year leads to reflec- 
tion. Looking back over 1960, we 
know that the memories we take from 
the deepfreeze of the past are all useful 
when we relate them to Christ, in ret- 
rospect. Related to Him, they are also 
useful in the present and the future. 

At year’s end we find more satisfac- 
tion in services of worship than in fes- 
tive parties, however gay, because we 
want to meditate on the comforting and 
adventuresome fact that God, who has 
led us hitherto, will guide us also in the 
new year. 


I praise and thank Thee, Lord, my God, 
For Thine abundant blessing 

Which heretofore Thou hast bestowed 
And I am Still possessing. 

Inscribe this on my memory: 

The Lord hath done great things for me 
And graciously hath helped me. 


‘Children’s Hymn 


God's Promise tor Life’s Loening 


What a promise to His people 

From the Lord and King of kings: 

“T have made thee and will bear thee, 
Bear thee as on eagles’ wings.” 

Claim this promise, full of comfort, 
Falling gently like the dew: 

“To hoar hairs I still will carry, 

Yea, I will deliver you.” 


God upheld the hands of Moses, 
Cheered Elijah in distress, 

And was mindful of Naomi 

In her widowed loneliness. 


‘Shall He now forget the aged 


And their failing strength ignore 
Who are nearer to the homeland 
Than they ever were before? 


He who gave His Son to save us 

And supplied our deepest need, 

Shall He not be pleased to listen 
When His humble servants plead? 
Hear God’s promise for life’s evening, 
Sweetly ringing out anew: 

“To hoar hairs [I still will carry, 

Yea, I will deliver you!” 


W. M. CZAMANSKE == = 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


(Psalm 121) 


See the hills so strong and: fair. 


Another yea re) Lord, 
Is drawing to a close. 
What is in, store for us 

No human\ being knows. 


Children, lift your humble prayer 
To the Lord, whose tender care 
Watches over you. 


2 So ARPS 


Ry Fomorrow 


The years are ever hasting onward. 

I cannot stay them. Day by day, 

In restless flow, relentless in their striving, 
They hurry on and haste away 

To seek eternity’s vast, timeless bosom. 
The years that yet are mine to live — 

I take them as a boon, for my tomorrow 
Is still in the hands of God. To give 

Is His, to ask is mine. So this I’m asking: 
That His sweet presence would surround, | 
Enfold me, filling all my days with radiance | 
And standing guard at night around 
My couch, o’erlaying it with calm assurance 
That He is near. As years depart, 

I ask that they may touch not, may not tarnis h 
The Savior’s image in my heart. 


JOHN M. RUNGE 
St. Louis, Mo. 


On Us the Ends 
of Ages Come 


On us the ends of ages come 

And call us from the buried past 
To love the Lord from first to last | 
And seek each day our final home. 


We make not here our paradise, | 
For, lo, the world is growing old | 
And soon will fall with pain unto 
Before the Savior in the skies. 


| 


O aging earth, oh, watch this nigh 
Like garments faded, frayed, thy yea 
Decay to dust! Thy end appears! 

Awake, O world, to Christ the Ligk 


Yet You are ever near, O Lord; 


He who made the earth and sky, 


Field and flower and forest high, © 
Guards you with His wakeful eye, 
Watches over you. 


Sun and moon shall shade their light, 


Keep you safe by day and night. 
God will keep you in His sight, 
Watching over you. 


As you travel life’s long way, 

He will be your Guide and Stay, 
Call you home at close of day, 
Watching over you. 


A, KARL BOEHMKE 
Birmingham, Mich. 


We know this from Your holy Word. 


For all past blessings now 

To You our hearts we raise. 

We cannot name them all 

But plead, accept our praise, 

Not just for health and daily bread 


But that our souls, dear Lord, were fed. 


We know that we shall sin, 

But also know Your grace 

And penitently plead: 

All that was wrong efface; 

As You were with us in the past, 
Be with us till we breathe our last. 


Mari£E C. TuRK 
Tucson, Ariz. 
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While scoffers hasten on that day, 
Oh, do not Thou our plight prolon 
But keep us with the ransomed thror 
And with them travel on the way! 


On us the ends of ages come. 
And then, beyond the final task, 
Thy heirs for gracious refuge ask: 
With Thee above, a blessed home! 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
Arlington Heights, Ill. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


IS ENDING. Tomorrow, 
jture, lies ahead. For our 
omorrow we can feel the 
ed’s directing hand and hear 
Promising to be with us day by 


} Lord, as | stand here and ponder, 
A thousand thoughts well up within 
My soul. My time is in Thy keeping. 
Today and yesterday have been 

A gift of love from Thee. Tomorrow 
Is Thine to give as Thou hast planned, 
Or to withhold. | place my future, 
My days and years, into Thy hand. 


- A common sight in our air-minded age 
is @ plane streaking through the sky. Alert 
in his cockpit, the pilot is intent on follow- 
ing a beam, a radio signal transmitted from 
tower to fower along his route. By flying 
the beam he is able to keep his plane on 
course. losing the beam would endanger 
his flight. Groping about in the unknown 


rough ground and unfriendly territory, the 
pilot will do his best to bring his plane 
back on the directing and reassuring beam. 


For our journey into the unknown tomor- 
row, God has given us a beam to direct 
our course — the Holy Scriptures. . Inspired 
by God and written by authors on whom 
the splendor of eternal truth was poured, 
all Scripture is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. The Bible is an ageless book 
because it deals with problems that always 
recur for each successive generation of 
men. Human nature has not changed greatly 
with the centuries, but, as the years go by, 
mankind encounters new circumstances, new 
situations, new problems. 


We live at a time when powerful nations 
are quarreling to prove which is the strong- 
est. Threats and counterthreats of utter 
destruction are hurled about. Crisis follows 
crisis, each calling for decisions with con- 
sequences extending into the distant future. 
Tomorrow may bring changes in our politi- 
cal and economic life that will strike at the 
foundations of our social system. 


i 
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over solitary places and desert spots, over. 


Such changes may be sudden and violent 
and may affect us personally. But in all 
changes we have the steadfast and un- 
changing direction of the Holy Scriptures. 
They are a source of guidance in our daily 
decisions and experiences. The Scriptures 
are our directing beam — constant, true, 
and never failing. 


God's directing beam is wrapped about 
with many beautiful promises. They are 
words of deep, sustaining power. In His 
promises God stretches out His hand toward 
us, and He binds Himself to abide by His 
declarations. ‘‘For the mountains shall de- 
part and the hills be removed, but My 
kindness shall not depart from thee.”’ The 
pillars of the earth may be moved out of 
their places, but the promises of God will 
stand forever. 


“The foundation of the Lord standeth 
sure, having this seal: The Lord knoweth 
them that are His.’’ The Lord will be mind- 
ful of His own in the future as He has been 
in the past. 


Flying the beam on our journey into the 
unknown future must be done by faith. 
Only by faith will we be able to stay on 
course. Faith is more than intellectual be- 
lief in the credal statements. It is a con- 
viction, a certainty. Faith lays its hand on 
the promises of God. 


Faith sees God's loving hand even in 
life’s severe stresses. King Hezekiah felt 
the lifting power of divine love when he 
spread Sennacherib’s threatening letter be- 
fore the Lord in the temple and in buoyant 
faith committed his problem to his God for 
solution. 


Faith pleads God's promises in the name 
of Jesus. It centers on Him as Savior and 
Lord. Faith puts its trust in the truth that 
a full ransom price has been paid for our 
redemption. In such a faith we can be con- 
fident that neither the wicked onslaughts of 
Communist atheism nor the subtle blandish- 
ments of high philosophy can force us, or 
lure us astray, from our course. 


Flying the beam by faith, we can be joy- 
ful in our security. 


When 
You’re 
WM 


Trouble 


HELP FROM : 


By William T. Eggers 


i before surgery you feel the icy 
hand of dread squeezing your heart. 
You cringe and sweat. You can’t help 
it. You are in trouble. 


How to endure your private agony 
and how to triumph over it besides — 
life asks you no more decisive questions. 


Trouble has many shapes. Perhaps 
Jured by easy installment buying, you 
overreach yourself and squirm under 
the pressure of unpleasant financial 
facts. 


Perhaps quarrels and tears over a son 
wrench your family apart. He has no 
excuse for his dissolute conduct, but 
your wife, as mothers sometimes will, 
defends him. The fine edge of family 
trouble cuts deep and hurts. 


Trouble Is Isolation 


Trouble usually takes such a material 
form: a malady requiring surgery, 
a wife’s tears, a shop threatening legal 
action for its money. 


But trouble has a spiritual base. 


Unless you recognize this fundamen- 
tal truth, you will never overcome your 
difficulties. As a narcotic merely 
soothes a cancer patient, so all remedies, 
except one, only mask your suffering 
without destroying its cause. 

For every man suffers, as you do, 
because he has radically isolated and 
estranged himself from creation and its 
Creator. 


On a surgery table a man experiences 
the fearful depth of this isolation and 
weakness. A small fragment of life in 
a vast universe, he hears his anxious 
heart hammering away to keep him 
alive. Yet, fragile and alone, he feels 
the whole cosmos turn against him and 
crush him; its diseases trap him, and 
finally it’s death. 

For sheer horror nothing can match 
it except the panic terror that death at 
last will grip and plunge him into 
a more enormous suffering. 


Your every trouble, every twinge of 
pain, every tear, and every quarrel serve 


8 


to remind you of the loneliness of life 
and the certainty of death. Your pass- 
ing anguish but dimly forebodes the 
flaming desolation ahead. 


The Birth Wail 


You were born —#in trouble with 
God. You greeted the world with a wail 
and a cry; you felt your gross weakness 
and the pain of your new and queer 
isolation in the universe. 


Into the grandeur and beauty of our 
world you brought a corrupted self. 
As the blood first coursed through your 
body, death already raced along your 
veins, but your corruption went deeper. 
At your very core, in your inmost soul, 
you lived in evil. 


Strange and alien you were already 
then. You could not bear the blazing 
magnificence of His holiness. In your 
heart grew the seed of a terrible hatred 
toward the glory and brilliance of God. 
A thousand times you would rebel 
against the Splendor which judged you. 


You multiplied your guilt; you 
longed for and found the darkness and 
isolation of sin. 


The Saving Estrangement 


Desperately estranged by evil, you 
discovered that only God cou!d end 
your isolation. And He did. No one on 
earth has ever suffered the terrible es- 
trangement His Son, Jesus Christ, lived 
through. At Golgotha a thousand pains 
of body assailed Him, but there He en- 
dured far worse. No man outside of 
hell has experienced such full and tor- 
turing loneliness; near Jerusalem’s wall 
that dark afternoon this Innocent One 
bore it for you. 


His sacrifice ended your trouble with 
God. Freeing you from guilt, our Lord 
made you a son of God, and His grace 
crumbled the old horror of your isola- 
tion. Communion with God now fills 
your once empty and lonely life. His 
love restores warmth and gladness to 
a world which kad grown bleak. 
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For you He sprung open the trap ¢ 
death; heaven lies beyond it, and yo 
dread of dying gives way to a cleag 
hope. 

Yet in this life troubles persist, ani 
the pain of them can mount to a fu 


Of course, God then wants you wit 
Christian common sense to use ever 
proper means to lessen or end your suf 
fering and block its return. | 

| 
Victory Together | 

This may mean surgery. It may als@ 
mean you need grace to discipline youn 
self and control the temper, the greedil 
ness, or the impatience that mired yor 
down in trouble. ; 


Never again in these struggles neee 
you feel alone. Now a part of thi 
matchless communion of saints, yon 
may turn to fellow Christians for helpy 
Your pastor will share your burdex 
with you. It is his ministry actively ta 
express to you the love and concern 0} 
God and of the whole church, to give 
you spiritual counsel, and, if need be: 
to arrange material aid. 


But above all, see your suffering 
against the hard texture of history. 
though you were in trouble with God! 
His cross freed you of guilt and es. 
trangement. 


His durable love displays itself ever 
in your afflictions. He uses your dis. 
tress to keep you aware of your neec 
and helplessness and to deepen His com. 
munion with you. When life’s shor 
anguish ends, He welcomes you te 
a rich eternity of joy, face to face witt 
Him! : 

Certain of this and experiencing the 
relentless love which batters down you 
isolation, you fall back on His promise: 


Call upon Me in the day of trouble 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glo 
rify Me. 


Out of your own precious experience 
you join centuries of Christians to wit 
ness to its truth. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES! 


ction is the eternal act of God by 
from eternity and out of pure 
for Christ’s sake He has decreed 
tow those blessings on Christians 
through His call they now enjoy 
nversion, justification, sanctifica- 
and preservation in faith. It in- 
s everything from: the Christian’s 
o his entrance into glory. 

Tnal election is not to be con- 
with God’s foreknowledge. The 
ula of Concord says that His fore- 
ledge “extends to all creatures, 
and evil.” God sees and knows in 
ce “all that is or shall be, all that 
ens or will happen, both good or 
wever, the eternal election of God, 
od’s predestination to salvation, 
not extend over both the godly 
the ungodly,” the Formula of Con- 
states, “but only over the children 
od, who have been elected and 
estined to eternal life ‘before the 
dation of the world was laid.’ 
[he source and cause of evil is not 
’s foreknowledge (since God 
ier creates nor works evil, nor does 
help it along and promote it). but 
2r the wicked and perverse will of 
devil and of men, as it is‘written 
2a-$3°9; Psalm 5:4. 

30d’s eternal election, however, not 
foresees and foreknows the salva- 
of the elect, but by God’s gracious 
and pleasure in Christ Jesus it is 
a cause which creates, effects, helps, 
furthers our salvation and whatever 
1ins to it.” 


The Right Viewpoint 


wrong approach to this doctrine 
fill our hearts with terror rather 
comfort. As long as Luther held 
‘ong view of this doctrine, it ter- 
ed rather than comforted him. If 
ee in God’s election only that He 
foreseen who and how many are 
> saved, who and how many are to 
amned,” such a view can only lead 
r to a false security and impeni- 
» or to dark anxiety and despair. 
) find the full comfort which God 
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By CARL A. EBERHARD 


has in mind in revealing this doctrine, 
“we should accustom ourselves not to 
speculate concerning the absolute, se- 
cret, hidden, and inscrutable foreknowl- 
edge of God. On the contrary ... we 
must always take as one unit the entire 
doctrine of God’s purpose, counsel, 
will, and ordinance concerning our re- 
demption, call, justification, and salva- 
tion, as Paul treats and explains this 
article (Romans 8; Ephesians 1) and as 
Christ likewise does” in the parable of 
the Laborers in the Vineyard. (Mat- 
thew 20:1-14) 

The correct view of eternal election 
embraces the following: 


1. Through Christ the entire human 
race has truly been redeemed and re- 
conciled to God. 


2. The merit and benefits of Christ's 
redemption are freely and uncondition- 
ally offered and given to us through 
His Word and Sacrament. 


3. The Holy Spirit without regard to 
our worthiness works faith in us through 
the means of grace. 

4. God justifies all who in sincere 
repentance and faith accept Christ. 


Coat of Arms 
Ernest and Francis 
Dukes of Lueneburg 


Original signers of the 
Augsburg Confession 
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e believe, teach, and confess « 
Eternal Election or Predestination 


5. All who are thus justified He 
would also sanctify. 


6. God will shield the believers in 
their weakness, guide and lead them 
aright, raise them up when they stum- 
ble, and comfort and preserve them in 
tribulation and temptation. 


7. God will strengthen, increase, and 
support the good work which He has 
begun in them. 


8. Finally, God will “eternally save 
and glorify in eternal life those whom 
He has elected, called, and justified.” 


Can We Be Sure of Our Election? 


God’s Word describes the elect as 
follows: “My sheep hear My voice. and 
I know them, and they follow Me; and 
I give unto them eternal life” (John 10: 
27, 28). Those who are predestined to 
“an inheritance” according to God's 
purpose and grace “hear the Gospel, be- 
lieve on Christ, pray and give thanks, 
are sanctified in love, have hype, pa- 
tience, and comfort in afflictions.” 
(Ephesians 1:11-13; Romans 8:25) 

So long as these things are true of 
you, you may be sure that you are 
among God's elect. 

Christians can and should be sure of 
their eternal election. Paul says of him- 
self and all Christians that God “hath 
chosen us” (Ephesians 1:4). In 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:13 he tells Christians: “God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to 
salvation.” 

The assurance of our election comes 
from God’s sure promises to us in the 
Gospel. Every poor sinner who keeps : 
his faith focused on the Gospel will 
recognize that his election and faith in 
Christ are identical. Romans 8:32, 33: 
“He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us 
all things? Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of God’s elect?” 

He who confidently believes God’s 
gracious promise to keep him in faith 
will not fall away. Our certainty can 
be as unshakable as Paul’s: “I know 
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S YNOD’S COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES IN BRAZIL AND 
ARGENTINA are “of extreme importance to the develop- 
ment of our church” in these countries, says Dr. William 
H. Hillmer, Executive Secretary of the Board for Mis- 
sions in North and South America. _ 

He cites three reasons for attaching such importance 
to Synod’s schools under the Southern Cross: _ 
1. Some of our pastors in South America serve 20 
or more stations. 
2. In Brasilia, Brazil’s new capital, we have no Lu- 
‘theran church — only plans for a small chapel. 
3. Booming cities in northern Brazil and wide re- 
% gions of Argentina are untouched by Lutheranism. 


Synods Scho 


TRAIN A NATIVE MINISTRY in South America, 
te for “the proper development of the church 
ountry where we do mission work,” according 
illmer, “we will soon be operating five schools 
il and Argentina.” 

€ institutions receive “practically their entire 
from Synod, he adds. “The 1961 budget of 
d for Missions in North and South America, 
fhich the schools are administered, calls for about 
00 to operate our colleges and seminaries in 
nd Argentina.” 

use of the critical need for pastors and teachers 
countries recent synodical conventions have ap- 
reorganization plan for expanding present cam- 
s and building new schools. 

st of the total reorganization program — about 
000 — will be met by appropriations from Syn- 
jual budget. : 


8 pastors serve 18,595 baptized members in 66 con- 
gregations and 107 preaching stations. 

oe Though both Districts have taken initial steps toward 
Self-support and self-government, the Missouri Synod 


_ still has an immense task to perform for Christ in South 
America. 
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Concordia Seminary, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


Classroom-dormitory at Concordia Seminary, Villa Ballester, | 


es AT BUENOS AIRES IN 1942 to train past 
missionaries, Concordia Seminary in 1948 dedicates 
plant at suburban Villa Ballester. Concordians si 
years in the preseminary division and three years; 
year’s vicarage) in the seminary. Enrollment | 
totaled 32. Dr. Friedrich Lange, head of the sch 
cently made a study-visit at selected North Ameri 
leges and seminaries. 


j 


a 


THE LUTHERAN WITNI 


of Concordia Institute, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


ITs 19 STUDENTS AND TWO INSTRUCTORS Concordia 
~ rents temporary quarters in Alto da Boa Vista, 
iful site at Rio. The three-year-old institute offers 
ptation of the standard Brazilian high school course, 
iting French from some classes and adding German, 
, and music. All classes meet in the morning — six 
ih professor. Concordia Institute will move to its new 
it Sao Paulo as soon as the campus is ready. 


— S EARLY AS 1903 THE FIRST MISs- 
| SOURI SYNOD MISSIONARIES TO 
2 South America (William Mah- 
, Henry Stiemke, John Hartmeister, 
lolph Vogel) knew that an indige- 
us ministry is necessary for the devel- 
ment of a thriving church in Brazil. 
Climate, language, customs, tempera- 
mt, and nationalism, these pioneers 
ind, present totally different condi- 
ns. from those prevailing in North 
nerica. 

People in the United States and Can- 
a still tend to forget — 

That Brazil is larger than the United 
tes, exclusive of Alaska; 

That Brazil has a population of 70 
llion, more than that of the other 10 
uth American republics; 

That the Brazil District, organized in 
27, is the ninth-largest of Synod’s 34 


Site of the new Sao Leopoldo campus 


EV Y RESOLUTION OF. THE 1956 SYNODICAL CONVEN- 
TION the preseminary and teacher-training divisions of 
the Porto Alegre seminary will be transferred to a 26- 
acre campus at Sao Leopoldo, about 16 miles from 
Porto Alegre. Students enrolled in the seminary: 


TOT ic 2. ees ne oe Bs LODE LOG weet ree eles ae) 
oy MEO) 
40 1960 


stricts; Board of Control of the Porto Alegre seminary’s theological department 


That of the 191 active workers In L. to r.: Arnold Schneider, Sao Leopoldo, pastor, 
dent); Adalberto Nickel (chairman), Porto Alegre, jeweler; 
Porto Alegre, procurator of Banco Industrial. Absent: 


izil (pastors, professors, and school- 


" 


» training in the U.S. 
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, F pastor; Walter Czerwinski, 
chers) only seven received their en- ger of typewriter shop 


Brazil District President; Paul W. Schelp (acting presi- 
C. H. Warth (secretary), Novo Hamburgo, 
G. Steyer, Niteroi, mana- 
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j., IRST HOME OF THE BRAZILIAN SEMINARY wag a wood- 
shed in a little settlement known as Bom Jesus. This 
“school of the prophets” closed in 1904, shortly after 

it opened. 

After reopening three years later in rented quarters at 
Porto Alegre, the institute found a temporary home in sub- 
urban Navegantes and in 1921 moved to its permanent site 
overlooking the city of 600,000 inhabitants. 

At first students received only three years of high school 
and three years of theological training. A shortage of in- 
structors and the crying need for more men in the field 
did not permit more, formal education. 

More classes were gradually added, and students were 
admitted annually rather than every second or third year. 
Now future pastors study four years in the high school, three 
in the college, and three (plus a year’s vicarage) in the 
seminary. 


Chapel services keep students mindful 
of their future callings. 


Student preaches to class studying “pul- MEMBERS OF THE PRESEMINARY FACULTY 
pit oratory. L. to r.: Hans G, Rottmann, Martim Flor, Fred Otten, Octacilio Schueler, Karl Rupp (aca 


demic dean), Arno Gueths (president), Gastao Thome (secretar Arno Goerl, Paul i 
Absent: Arnaldo Schueler, Mario Rehfeldt AP ica 
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elp prepare a 10,526-page manuscri iv 

i pt for an exhaustive concordance Wood is still | j ig ki 

; : s 1 burned in the big kitchen stove. - 

ee ooh ee theology Ee hee dents wash dishes and clean ihe dining Hal Peat 
) 1 Vy cards. Only space available for the down expenses. F if Y Y [ 

rhe Be a nm expenses. For the same reason Concordians 

erreh y il Schelp (fifth from left), was a section do janitor work and take care of the grounds. 


cience class conducted by Dr. Octacilio Schueler Seminary students prepare biweekly papers 
for theology courses. 


| HE SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS IN MarcH and ends in De- MEMBERS, OF OTHE SEMINARY ESCULLY 
L. to r.: Hans Rottmann (librarian), Paul W. Schelp (acting presi- 


4 cember. There is a brief winter recess in July, and dent), Otto H. Goerl, W. G. Kunstmann (secretary), Elmer Reimnitz 
the summer vacation extends from Christmas to the 
end of February. 

High school courses in Brazil require four languages: 
Portuguese, Latin, English, and French. By adopting the 
official educational program of Brazil, Concordia Seminary 
is classified as an “adequate” institution of higher education. 

Though congregations are shifting from German to 
Portuguese services, pastors still need to be at home in the 
German language. They must also have a reading knowl- 
edge of English. Since they study Greek (three years) and 
Hebrew (two years), most graduates of the Porto Alegre 
seminary have a working knowledge of seven languages. 


A 
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(OY TUDENTS IN THE PRESEMINARY DIVISION take part in 
‘NA. such activities as literary societies, drama clubs, open 
©" forum meetings, and a Wartburg-Weimar club for im- 
proving their command of German. All receive voice train- 
ing, and many sing in the student chorus. 

For their field work members of the two upper seminary 
classes have charge of two mission stations, do canvassing 
and follow-up work, teach adult membership and Sunday 
school classes, and join in the youth programs of local 
churches. 

During vacations, seminarians sell Bibles and religious 
books, not so much for the profit but to create interest in 
Christian literature. 

For the new reorganization plan, which will move the 
college department (preseminary and teacher training) to 
Sao Leopoldo and the Rio de Janeiro high school to Sao 
Paulo, the Brazil District has raised about nine million 
cruzeiros ($49,500). 

“May God be with us in the future as He has in the 
past,” writes Dr. Paul W. Schelp, acting president of the 
seminary division. 


MEMBERS OF THE PRESEMINARY BOARD OF CONTROL 


L. to r.: Carlos Moris, Porto Alegre, parochial school teacher; Arnold Schneider, 
Sao Leopoldo, pastor, Brazil District President; Arno Gueths (president); Alfredo 
Mattis (chairman), Porto Alegre, industrialist; J. Engel, Niteroi, industrialist; EI- 
mer Reimnitz, Niteroi, pastor; Osvaldo Kraemer, Porto Alegre, technician 


oo — = : : 


: : | 
In volleyball, basketball, and football games Chrj 
tian sportsmanship is stressed because emotions te¥ 
to reach a high pitch in Brazil. 


Students enjoy the national chimarrao, a bitter té 
taken through a silver pipe from a gourd which 
always refilled with hot water from a teakettle am 
is passed around. 


2 3 Da 


The student chorus is led by Hans G. Rottmann, wl 


recently won top honors in a state contest open 
80 directors of music. 
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| Second 
in @ series 
of articles on 


: : | Bible Versions 


By Arthur F. Katt 


T) O YOU “DIG” THE KJV? 

4” This question is well understood 
by most teen-agers today. But 350 
years from now it will perhaps be as 
unintelligible as many sentences of the 
350-year-old King James Version of the 
Bible are to readers today. Those who 
will live in the 24th century may well 
surmise that the question refers to the 
excavation of some ancient relic or 
archaeological find. 

Translating the modern slang into 
conventional English, we recast the 
question. We may rephrase it in the 
Biblical words once addressed by the 
evangelist Philip to the Ethiopian 
eunuch as he was riding in his chariot 
and was poring over a portion of the 
Bible: “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” (Acts 8:30 RSV) 


Testing Bible Classes 


During my Florida retirement I have 
frequently been privileged to substitute 
for vacationing pastors in various parts 
of the state. I not only conducted serv- 
ices of worship but also led adult Bible 
classes in about 18 scattered parishes 
within the past two years. I availed 
myself of the opportunity to test these 
Bible classes as’ to their understanding 
of words and phrases used in the King 
James Version of the Bible in meanings 
which are now archaic or obsolete. 

In these tests the Bible classes scored 
grades ranging from 17% to 42% in 
proper understanding. 

The members- of these Florida adult 
Bible classes come largely from all 
states of the Union. They reflect an 
intelligence and a degree of Biblical 
knowledge definitely above average. 
Their class scores may well indicate the 
degree of understanding or misunder- 
standing of certain KJV words which 
is prevalent throughout The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 


Difficult Words Avoided 


There were some 800 words avail- 
able. I purposely avoided such gener- 
ally unintelligible KJV words as amerce, 
bruit, chapmen, collops, habergeon, 
palmerworm, neesing, ouches, sith, 
tache, tabering, etc. 

I restricted myself largely to words 
commonly used today but in meanings 
quite different from those intended by 
the KJV translators. 


In Biblical Context 


The class members were warned in 
advance that they would likely miss 


‘many words. They were told that they 
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should not be afraid to give wrong an- 
swers since most others questioned had 
done the same thing. 

Each Bible student ready and willing 
to answer was given one specific word 
to define. His right or wrong answer 
was then credited to the entire class. 

Each word was presented in its Bibli- 
cal context. I would say: “In St. Paul’s 
account of the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper, 1 Corinthians 11:25, he writes: 
‘After the same manner also He took 
the cup when He had supped,’ étc. 
What does the word supped here 
mean?” 

Or: “Many of our short altar prayers 
close with the words world without end 
(found in Ephesians 3:21). What does 
this phrase world without end mean?” 

Or: “Jesus is called Master some 50 
times in the Gospels. What does master 
mean when thus applied to Jesus?” 


Words Misunderstood by Ali 


What were some of the wrong an- 
swers most commonly given? The word 
supped (in the account of the Lord’s 
Supper) was strangely misunderstood 
by all Bible class members questioned. 
Without fail they took it to mean sipped, 
tasted. IY do not recall anyone who 
came up with the right answer, show- 
ing that he had the right understanding. 

Other words were missed by all who 
were questioned. Rioting (Romans 
13:13) was defined as engaging in vio- 
lence. Filthy conversation and chaste 
conversation (2 Peter 2:7; 1 Peter 3:2) 
were restricted to mean dirty and clean 
talk. Let (Romans 1:13; Isaiah 43:13) 
was thought to mean permitted and 
permit. 

By and by (Matthew 13:21; Mark 
6:25) was held to mean in the course 
of time. Admiration (Revelation 17:6) 
was thought to indicate respect, liking. 
“J know nothing by myself” (1 Corin- 
thians 4:4) was defined as meaning 
“I know nothing of my own strength 
or accord.” 

No one surmised that by meant 
against, that by and by meant at once, 
or that admiration meant merely aston- 
ishment. But do not all of us associate 
meanings with these words which are 
quite definitely different when we so 
use them? 


Misunderstood by All but One 


A number of words were misunder- 
stood by all but one. They wanted wine 
(John 2:3) was generally thought to 
mean they desired wine. Master, when 
applied to Jesus, was thought to mean 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Larry Kerkhoff 
“And practice is required ... 


Felipe Sanchez 
. of a sightless organist.” 


‘THEY PLAY MUSIC FROM RAISED DOTS; 
PLAN CAREERS AS CHURCH ORGANISTS 


Two 19-year-old youths who cannot 
read a note are planning careers as Lu- 
theran church organists. 

Larry Kerkhoff, Dieterich, Ill.,. and 
Felipe Sanchez, Austin, Tex., must play 
music from raised dots instead of the 
black-and-white notes in conventional 
music scores. Both young men are 
blind. 

Because four people whom they have 
never met are quietly serving the Lord 


- by transcribing Lutheran music, Larry 


and Felipe are fulfilling their desire 
to serve the Lord with their gift for 
music. 


_ Plans to transcribe music for The Lu- 
_ theran Hymnal began taking form some 
two years ago. Larry, his parents, Rev. 
and Mrs. P. E. Kerkhoff, and officials 
of the Jacksonville, Ill., State School 
for the Blind met with members of the 
Braille transcription committee of Syn- 
od’s Board for Missions to the Blind. 
The question before them: Is there 
some way of providing Braille music 
_for Lutheran hymns? 

Before losing his sight, Larry had 
learned to play the organ at his father’s 
church in Dieterich. He continued to 
play while attending the Jacksonville 
school, hoping to major in organ at the 
University of Illinois. Though he had 
access to Braille music of all kinds, 
what he wanted most — Braille music 
notation for The Lutheran Hymnal — 
was not available. 

“We came away from that meeting 
with one thought in mind,” recalls Mrs. 
Mabel Warnke, chairman of the trans- 
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cription committee. “Somehow we were 
going to find a way to provide the 
music for Larry, although at the time 
we had no idea where to begin.” 


“But God knew the answer all the 
time,’ she added. Arriving home in 
Des Plaines, Ill., she found a letter from 
Mrs. Ralph Bennett, a Cleveland, Ohio, 
Braille worker. A blind music teacher 
in that city, Mrs. Bennett wrote, had 
agreed to teach her and a co-worker, 
Mrs. Ralph La Fontaine, how to trans- 
cribe music notation. 

Later two other transcribers, Rev. 
and Mrs. Alvin Schnute, Detroit, mas- 
tered the art of putting music into 
Braille. The foursome resolved to give 
Larry —and Felipe—the Lutheran 
chorales they longed to play. 

Now Larry, in his fourth semester 
at the University of Illinois, has some 
50 hymn tunes and the Order of Morn- 
ing Service in Braille music. Majoring 
in organ, he continues to make “ex- 
cellent” progress, according to his 
father. 


There is no parent to report on Fe- 
lipe, a Latin American who started 
coming to Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Austin, with a fellow student at the 
Texas State School for the Blind. His 
mother died when he was born; his 
father deserted him. 

Blinded at three as a result of mea- 
sles, Felipe Sanchez found a trusted 
friend and counselor in Pastor Martin 
Ramming of Trinity Church. 

While attending preconfirmation in- 
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struction, Felipe was drawn into servi 
as the pastor’s “Saturday office secr 
tary” and soon found an outlet for h 
natural gift at the church organ. 

When Felipe was enlisted to plat 
for services, his first efforts had to 
restricted to preludes, offertories, an! 
an occasional hymn. Now, thanks t 
the work of the Cleveland and Detro 
Braille music transcribers, he has t 
various orders of service and abo 
once a month handles a complete serw 
ice at Trinity. 

Pastor Ramming feels that if Felip 
whom he confirmed last Palm Sunday 
“applies himself as he should, he should 
someday qualify as a Lutheran orga 
ist and church secretary.” 

s “Saturday secretary” Felipe take 
phone calls, folds bulletins, and worki 
on congregational mailings. He alse 
prepares service folders in Braille fo: 
other blind worshipers, who may them 
find the hymns for the day in Brailld 
hymnals provided by the church. O) 
course, he gets in all the organ practice 
he can. 


And practice is required of a sightt 
less organist. Those wondering how ar 
organist who reads with his fingers still 
has two hands for the keyboard car 
well believe Pastor Kerkhoff: “The way 
Larry learns is not easy or fast. Larry 
reads the Braille notes and commits 
the whole composition to memory. In 
some cases during practice he reads 
with one hand while playing with the 
other.” 

Pastor Kerkhoff also writes that An- 
dre Marchal, blind Parisian organist. 
heard Larry play at the university and 
gave him “great encouragement.” 

Words once spoken by One who 
touched the eyes of blind men — “Ac- 
cording to your faith be it unto you” — 
hold out divine encouragement and 
blessing, not only to these youths and 
their transcriber friends but also to 
every Christian who places his talents 
at the service of a great Savior. 


Bartenders, Clerics, Mothers 


The United States has more bartend- 
ers (193,467) than it has clergymen 
(167,471), according to the new Statis- 
tical Abstract published by the Census 
Bureau. Also of concern to churchmen 
is the Bureau’s disclosure that nearly 
three million mothers with children un- 
der 12 hold full-time jobs (35 hours 
a week or more) outside the home to 
supplement family incomes — the high- 
est number of working mothers yet 
reported. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


he first 100-member United States 
jnate, scheduled to convene on Jan. 3 
i the 87th Congress, will have 87 
jotestant, 11 Roman Catholic, and 
jo Jewish members, a survey made 
4 Religious News Service shows. 


ns with a total of 19 Senators. Bap- 
ts will be second with 15, followed by 
piscopalians with 14 and Presbyte- 
Ans with 11. 
i Four Senators are listed as Lutheran: 
lenators Capehart (R) and Hartke (D) 
# Indiana; Magnuson (D) of Wash- 
Jgton; and Wiley (R) of Wisconsin. 
Michigan alone among the S50 states 
L two Senators who are Roman Cath- 
dic, Senators Hart and McNamara. 
| Mrs. Maurine Neuberger (D. -Oreg.), 
» Senate’s second woman member, is 
1 active Unitarian. She was elected 
succeed her late husband, Senator 
ichard L. Neuberger, who was Jewish. 


Unity: “Back to Christ,” 
Not Rome, Bishop Says 


“The road to Christian unity is a 
Toad back” — but it is back to Christ 
id not back to Rome, the Lutheran 
Vorld Federation’s Commission on In- 
er-Confessional Research was told last 
nonth in Copenhagen. 

‘Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of 
Munich, Germany, chairman of the 
ommission, declared that the Biblical 
Illusion to one flock under one shep- 
erd referred only to Christ Himself 
nd not to the pope. 

Martin Luther’s work as a church 
eformer was begun with an ecumenical 


erspective, said Dr. Dietzfelbinger, 
yhose 2,500,000-member Bavarian 


svangelical Lutheran Church is situated 
1 the most Roman Catholic part of 
jermany. 

But, he added, Luther’s ecumenical 
oal was “Back to Christ alone, to the 
foly Scriptures, to faith and truth.” 

He contrasted this position with that 
f the Roman Catholic Church, which 
demands distinctly, plainly, and clearly 
4e return to Rome” as the basis of 
‘hristian unity. “It refuses to acknowl- 
dge that it, too, can be at fault and 
ommit errors.’ 

While taking account of present con- 
cts between Rome and non-Catholic 
hurches and noting that the hopes of 
ven Catholics had been raised" by the 
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papal announcement that an “ecumeni- 
cal council” would be held, he com- 
mented: “But meanwhile it has become 
quite clear that Rome understands 
‘ecumenical’ only in the sense of Roman 
Catholic.” 


TY 
IT BURST ITS SEAMS 


It was PTR mission week in Choiceland, 
Saskatchewan, and the 88 members of 
St. Mark Church, 30 miles out on High- 
way 55, were making the most of it, 
Attendances had been growing each night 
since Sunday. For the second-last service 
Wednesday evening 124 persons came, 
The little church was almost bursting at 
the seams. 

“And that’s about what happened,"’ 
writes Rev. Richard G. Braem, guest mis- 
sioner for the Choiceland PTR. 

“| had just stepped out to begin the 
hymn sing,’’ the Cass Lake, Minn., pastor 
continues, ‘“‘when the building shuddered 
and the floor gave way. Not really know- 
ing what had happened, the congregation 


{including yours truly) was quite ‘shook 
up,’ to say the least. 

“Since there was no basement, it set- 
tled only about a foot or so. ... We 


decided to hold services anyway. No one 
left. With the pews tilted at about a 20- 
degree angle toward the center aisle, we 
held the service, including a prayer of 
thanksgiving that no one was injured. 
“The next morning and afternoon the 
members repaired the broken stringers 
and joists, and we are happy to report 
that the Lord blessed the following service 
with an even larger attendance.” 
Thinking over his experience, Pastor 
Braem decided that Synod’s Evangelism 
Department should inform congregations 
participating in PTR’s to ‘‘check their 
church's. foundations and prepare for 
abundant blessings from the Lord.” 


Agree College Freshmen 
Should Seek Church 


College freshmen should “seek our 
church on the campus and become in- 
volved in it,” members of the Lutheran 
Collegiate Association agreed at their 
recent precollege youth conference in 
Chicago. 

The church on the campus should 
contribute to the spiritual development 
of the student and should not be ex- 
pected to run after the Lutheran stu- 
dents and make Christians out of them, 
according to delegates representing 
states from New York to Texas. 

Members of the Synod-approved and 
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Gamma _ Delta-recognized alumni as- 
sociation also noted the need for coun- 
seling precollege youth “toward getting 
more Lutherans into colleges and uni- 
versities for the right reasons.” Alumni, 
it was suggested, could assist pastors 
in counseling. 

The association authorized scholar- 
ships for young Lutherans in the India 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The conference theme, “The LCA 
and Youth,” was discussed by a panel 
of four: Prof. Fred Pralle, Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, IIL; 
Dr. Paul Maier, campus pastor, West- 
ern Michigan University; Rev. Norbert 
Streufert, associate pastor, St. Paul’s 
Church, Melrose Park, Ill.; and Robert 
Marks, engineering student at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

Principal objectives of the Lutheran 
Collegiate Association are: To foster 
and encourage an intelligent apprecia- 
tion of a higher education; to foster 
a Lutheran consciousness in our social 
and economic life; to encourage par- 
ticipation in public affairs; to develop 
a lively interest in the campus ministry: 
and to foster research and scholarship 
in our Lutheran Church. 

Lutherans with a minimum of two 
years of college qualify for membership 
in the association. 

Newly elected LCA officers are: 
president, Norbert Heidbreder (Chi- 
cago chapter); vice-presidents, A. C. 
Winkler, Jr. (Dallas-Fort Worth) and 
Lillian Wahrow (New York); treasurer. 
Gerhardt Vater (Chicago); correspond- 
ing secretary, Bertha Brandt (Chica- 
go); and recording secretary, Betty Ann 
Krueger (Chicago). 


Oversubscribe “Largest 
Budget in Christendom” 


Members of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Tex., have oversubscribed a 
budget of $1,195,000 for 1961, believed 
to be the largest local church budget 
“in the history of Christendom,” a 
spokesman for the congregation said. 

Total subscriptions of $1,200,290 
were reported. The oversubscription 
came at a time when church gifts were 
declining throughout the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, it was noted. 

The denomination’s largest church 
allocated more than half of the regular 
budget — $501,648 — to missions, as 
in the past. It also allotted $498,352 
for local church operations and 
$195,000 for its building program, 

The surplus of $5,290 has not yet 
been earmarked. 


Wa 


Roman Catholic Liberal 
Forces Seen as Braced 
By Election Campaign 


The recent Presidential election cam- 
paign “may affect deeply the inner 
evolution of Roman Catholicism and 
its cultural role in America,” according 
to Christianity and Crisis, a biweekly 
Protestant journal of opinion published 
in New York City. 

“What the Campaign Did to Reli- 
gion,” an editorial by Roger L. Shinn, 
declares that until the campaign Ameri- 
cans had never received so complete 
an education in Roman Catholic beliefs 
and practices — “including some of its 
internal struggles.” 

“Millions who never before have 
done so,” the editorial says, “now think 
of Catholicism in terms of an intelligent 
leader, thoroughly committed to re- 
ligious liberty and separation of church 
and state.” 


Noting the evolution of Roman 
Catholic thought on modern political 
liberalism and democracy, the editorial 
comments: 

“If it can truthfully be said that 
Roman Catholicism (like all big insti- 
tutions) contains sharply conflicting 
beliefs, it can now be said also that the 
political campaign has strengthened the 
liberal forces.” 

The editorial predicts that the re- 
sponse of American Catholic leaders 
to the action of the Puerto Rico bishops 
in prohibiting the island’s Catholics 
from voting for Governor Luis Munoz 
Marin will also affect the future of 
Roman Catholicism. 


“In many a local area,” it continues, 
“churchmen who have been asserting 
ecclesiastical control over schools and 
political institutions will be thrown on 
the defensive. Some laymen who have 
been chafing under authoritative priests 
will see that these priests act in opposi- 
tion to highly-respected Roman Cath- 
olic leaders.” 

The editorial also notes that the 
“forces that worked against fanaticism 
simultaneously delivered some damag- 
ing blows to the ethical significance of 
religion.” 

“In recent months,” it observes, “the 
easiest answer to intolerance has been 
to say that religion is irrelevant to 
politics. That answer, though false to 
the meaning of faith, resounded through 
the campaign.” 

Christianity, the 
cannot 


editorial asserts, 
“surrender its Biblical and 
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‘traditional heritage, which asserts that 


all of life belongs to God and that faith 
concerns all decisions.” 

“Churchmen were right in the cam- 
paign when they insisted that the rele- 
vance of religion was not at the point of 
labels,” it says, “but that genuine vic- 
tory of understanding must not come 
at the cost of succumbing to the popu- 
lar mood, which says that religion is 
not important enough to matter.” 


. Court Suit Seeks 
Pastor’s Removal 


Controversy over the merger of 
the Congregational Christian General 
Council and the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church entered a new phase 
in Ohio when the officials of the North- 
east Ohio E&R Synod went to court 
seeking removal of the pastor of 1,200- 
member Goss Memorial Church in 
Akron. 

Defendant in the action is Dr. Mor- 
ton F. Scruby, pastor at Goss Memorial 
since 1948. His church board is 
charged with ignoring its obligations 
to the parent body by failing to pay 
denominational apportionments. It also 
is accused of failing to send represen- 
tatives to the synodical meeting as re- 
quired by the E&R church constitution. 


Plaintiffs are one segment of the con- 
gregation and the Northeast Ohio 
Synod. The ouster petition now be- 
fore common pleas court is signed by 
Elam G. Wiest of Cleveland, synod 
president. 

The suit asks the court to issue an 
injunction against the pastor and board 
continuing in office and requests a com- 
plete accounting of all Goss church 
business and that all property, records, 
and books be restored to the Ohio E&R 
Synod. 

Dr. Scruby contends that the suit 
grows out of a split in his congrega- 
tion over the merger in 1957 of the 
Congregational Council and the E&R 
body into a new denomination, the 
United Church of Christ. He said Goss 
members voted by a 97% margin 
against the merger. 

Since a number of other local E&R 
churches have taken a somewhat simi- 
lar position with relation to the national 
and synodical organization, this is re- 
garded as a “pilot” or test case likely 
to affect them as well. Several Con- 
gregational churches in various parts 
of the country also have opposed the 
merger. 
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Gain of 5,000 Children, 
277 Teachers in Synod’s} 
North American Districts 


Elementary schools in the Missou 
Synod’s 32 North American Distria 
show a gain of almost 5,000 childr} 
and 277 teachers over last year, 
cording to the latest report issued | 
Dr. William A. Kramer, Associate S 
retary of Schools. 

The 1960—61 report totals: 1,24 
schools —a net gain of nine, 149,2¢ 
children, 5,318 teachers. 

Totals reported by Synod’s two Sou 
American Districts make grand toté 
of 1,413 schools, ~ 156,244 enrolle 
5,540 teachers. 

The 218 elementary schools in tli 
Wisconsin Synod, 14 in the Evangelic 
Lutheran (Norwegian) Synod, and tw 
in the (Slovak) Synod of Evangelic 
Lutheran Churches raise the total « 
Synodical Conference elementa1 
schools in North America to 1,527. 


Missouri and ~-Wisconsin Syn 
churches also operate a total of 26 Lu 
theran high schools in the U.S., a gai 
of three over last year. High schoo 
enrollment totals have increased from 
9,282 to 10,838. 

The school office statistics reve 
that 34% of the elementary schools ar 
concentrated in four numerically larg: 
Districts: Michigan, 113; Northern I! 
linois, 109; Western, 109; Central, 107 

Largest gains in elementary schoc 
enrollments were scored by the Atlanti 
(605) and the Southern Californi 
(S15) Districts. Michigan, last year’ 
leader with a 749 increase, droppe 
to third (474). 


Addenda to the report reveal tha 
there are 60 elementary schools in Lu 
theran bodies outside the Synodicéz 
Conference and 2,051 schools in othe 
Protestant denominations. Of the lat 
ter, 1,046 are maintained by Seventk 
day Adventist churches, 384 by Protes 
tant Episcopal, 206 by the Nation 
Union of Christian Schools, 146 by th 
National Association of  Christia 
Schools. 

Enrollment in Synodical Conference 
schools, however, exceeds the total ¢ 
all other Protestant denomination: 
schools by some 50,000. 

Non-Lutheran Protestant denomin 
tions list 342 high schools — 250 b 
Seventh-day Adventists — with enrol 
ments totaling 34,479. 
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JA young Iowa pastor this fall be- 
me the 10,000th professional worker 
enroll in Synod’s pension program, 
ports Rev. Lorenz F. Wahlers, Asso- 
}fate Executive Secretary of the Board 
Support and Pensions. 

Wj Rev. Robert C. Cordes, a 1960 Saint 

Duis seminary graduate now serving 
yj. John’s and Faith Congregations at 
| eloit, Iowa, was the fourth member 
his family to register under the plan, 
Jarough which Synod provides retire- 
|kent and security benefits for its 
jyorkers. 
i! Also registered are his father, Rev. 
obert F. Cordes, missionary to the 
leaf at Sioux Falls, S.Dak.; older 
rother Alvin, pastor of the Murdo- 
Draper, S. Dak., parish; and younger 
}rother Paul, teacher at St. Paulus Lu- 
eran School, San Francisco. Sister 
unice is the wife of Rev. Norbert 
treufert, assistant pastor of St. Paul’s, 
Melrose Park, Ill. 


All the Cordeses participated in the 
brogram early in order to qualify for 
he full benefits under the plan. Work- 
Ts participating 40 years may now 
Xpect a pension of at least 60% of the 
wverage salary received during their 
ears of service. The plan currently 
Juarantees a minimum pension of $100 
1 month for workers and $60 a month 
‘or widows. 
~ Other benefits provided by the fund 
ire a $500 death benefit, special sup- 
sort for orphans and handicapped chil- 
Iren, and supplementary financial aid 
iccording to demonstrated need. 
Under Synod’s plan individual work- 
rs contribute to the fund at the rate 
yf 4% of their salary (cash salary plus 
5% if free dwelling is provided). 
Songregations or boards remit 8% of 
he same salary basis for each worker. 


A total of $16 million in benefits has 
yeen paid to retired and disabled mem- 
ers and their families since the plan 
vas put into operation 23 years ago. 
\t present 1,800 persons each month 
eceive benefit checks totaling $135,000. 
\bout 88 per cent of Synod’s pastors, 
eachers, professors, and other full-time 
yorkers, and 96 per cent of the con- 
regations, synodical boards, and Dis- 
ricts are enrolled in the program. 

Pastors and teachers in Synod tend 
) remain in active service for several 
ears after the permissible retirement 
ge of 65, according to Associate Sec- 
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TEN THOUSANDTH WORKER SIGNS PENSION 
AGREEMENT; FUND ASSETS he MILLION 


A 


Helping Pastor Cordes fill out registra- 
tion blank number 10,000 is Rev. G. 
H. Schaefer, Iowa District West Board 
of Support and Pensions chairman. 


retary Wahlers. His records show the 
average retirement age of Pension Fund 
members to be near 70. 

The 1,200 Pension Fund members 
who have died since the program began 
operating are almost equally divided 
between those who were in active serv- 
ice and those who were in retirement 
at the time of déath. Average age at 
death of those in active service was 59 
years; of those in retirement, 75 years. 

From a lowly $180,000 at the end 
of the first year, total assets of the fund 
have climbed rapidly in recent years. 
Passing the $10 million mark in its 15th 
year (1951) and the $20 million mark 
in its 19th (1955), the fund’s valuation 
now exceeds $39 million. The yield 
on investment earnings is such that 
currently 314 % is being credited to the 
accounts of the members. 


Briefly Told 


On TV New Year’s Day 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod will produce the Jan. 1, 1961, 
NBC TV program “I Believe.” The tele- 
cast will show Prof. Arthur M. Vincent 
of the St. Louis seminary preaching in 
Trinity Church (Dr. Herman J. Rippe, 
pastor), Long Island City, N. Y. Spe- 
cial music will be provided by the choir 
of Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville, N. Y. 


Faith and Hope 


Though eight-year-old Faith Church, 
Silver Bay, Minn., had just recently 
passed the century mark in communi- 
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cant membership, the congregation 
planted a church in Two Harbors by 
releasing ten communicants and _shar- 
ing its pastor with the new mission, 
named Hope. Since the mission’s open- 
ing in May about 40 persons have at- 
tended services, and 13 are enrolled in 
the Sunday school. “And thus,” Pastor 
Walter H. Bouman reports, “the gap 
between Duluth, Minn., and Port Ar- 
thur, Ont., Can., where once we had 
no outposts, is being filled.” 


Scripture Portions 


Distribution of Scripture portions, 
mostly New Testament books, is one of 
the chief means for placing the Scrip- 
tures into the hands of people, accord- 
ing to Dr. Frank W. Langham, regional 
executive secretary of the American 
Bible Society. Meeting with a group of 
Synod’s mission leaders in St. Louis 
last month, he discussed various ways 
in which the use of Scripture can be 
increased in evangelism as well as in 
education. Plans for promoting distri- 
bution of the Bible, it was pointed out, 
can be adapted by vacation Bible 
schools, Bible classes, PTR missions, 
and younger churches throughout the 
world. 


On the Air: WVUR 


A campus radio station,. built and 
operated entirely by students, now pipes 
evening and weekend programs to Val- 
paraiso University residence halls. 
WVUR’s student programs _ include 
music for listening and studying, news- 
casts, and. five-minute closing medita- 
tions by Rev. Ronald Goerss, assistant 
pastor of Immanuel Church and mem- 
ber of the university religion depart- 
ment. 


How to Retire 


After 50 years of service to Trinity 
Congregation, Lockport, N.Y., as 
elder, trustee, Bible class teacher, and 
member of many boards, 79-year-old 
Hugo F. Williams helped found Mount 
Olive Church, a mission of Trinity, 
became the new congregation’s vice- 
president, and spent many hours paint- 
ing and fixing up an old mansion as 
the mission’s first church home. The 
Eastern District Edition of the WirT- 
NEss also reports that Mr. Williams 
still distributes Portals of Prayer to 
neighbors and was one of the most 
active workers in the LLL booth at 
Lockport’s Farm and Home Week the 
last two years. 
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ELECTION 
(Continued from page 9) 


whom I have believed and am _ per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him 
against that day.” (2 Timothy 1:12) 


No Election or Predestination 
to Damnation 


Predestination to damnation as taught 
by Calvin and his followers is purely 
a human invention. It is a doctrine 
often read into the Bible but never 
drawn from the Bible. 

Scripture never traces the unbetief of 
the lost to an eternal decree of God. 
In Acts 13:48 the faith of the Gentile 
converts is traced to their eternal elec- 
‘tion: “As many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.” The unbelief of 
the hardened Jews, however, is not 
traced to a predestination to damnation 
but to their opposition to the earnest 
and efficacious will of God in the Word: 
“Seeing ye put it [the Word of God] 
from you and judge yourselves un- 
worthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn 
to the Gentiles.” (V. 46) 

Commenting on the “vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction” to which Paul re- 
fers in Romans 9:22, 23, the Formula 
of Concord says: “The apostle says in 
unmistakable terms that God ‘endured 
the vessels of wrath with much pa- 
tience.’ He does not say that God made 
them vessels of wrath. If that had been 
His will, He would not have needed any 
long-suffering. The devil and man him- 
self, and not God, are the cause of their 
being fitted for damnation. 

“As God does not will sin and has 
no pleasure in sin, so He also does not 
will the death of a sinner and has no 
pleasure in his damnation. He does not 
will that ‘any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.’” (2 Peter 
329)) 

A Comforting Doctrine 


“This doctrine also affords the beau- 
tiful and glorious comfort that God 
was so deeply concerned about every 
individual Christian’s conversion, right- 
eousness, and salvation and so faithfully 
minded about it that ‘even before the 
foundation of the world was laid’ He 
held counsel and ordained ‘according 
to His purpose’ how He would bring 
me thereto and keep me therein. 

“Furthermore, God wanted to insure 
my salvation so firmly and certainly — 
for due to the weakness and wickedness 
of our fiesh it could easily slip from our 
fingers, and through the deceit and 
power of the devil and the world it 
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‘could easily be snatched and taken from 


our hands — that He ordained my sal- 
vation in His eternal purpose, which 
cannot fail or be overthrown, and put 
it for safekeeping into the almighty 
hand of our Savior, Jesus Christ, out of 
which no one can pluck us. (John 10: 
28) 

“For this reason, too, Paul asks, Since 
we are called according to the purpose 
of God, ‘who will separate us from the 
love of God in Christ?” (Romans 
S230) 


This article, which concludes the series, 
is based on Article XI, Election, in 
the Formula of Concord, Solid Decla- 
ration. Quotations are from pages 
616—632 of The Book of Concord. 
Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1959. 


BIBLE CLASSES 
(Continued from page 15) 


Lord. Offended (Matthew 13:21) was 
taken to indicate hurt feelings. 

Husbandmen (Matthew 21:33) was 
not even guessed at. Possess (Luke 
18:12) was defined as meaning have, 
own. Allow (Luke 11:48) was thought 
to mean permit. Alleging (Acts 17:3) 
was defined as meaning saying without 
proof, claiming. 


Missed by Most Classes 


Most of the classes missed meat offer- 
ings (Leviticus 7:9 and more than 100 
other Old Testament passages), believ- 
ing the references to be to animal sacri- 
fices. World without end was thought 
to mean heaven as a place of unlimited 
Space. Discover a secret (Proverbs 25: 
9) was thought to simply mean find 
out, tumble ona secret. Jesus prevented 
Peter (Matthew 17:25) was thought to 
mean that He stopped him. 

Half of the volunteers missed man- 
sions (John 14:2), thought to mean 
castles, palaces; apparently (Numbers 
12:8), thought to mean seemingly; car- 
riage (Acts 21:15), thought to mean 
coach; artillery (1 Samuel 20:40), 
thought to refer to heavy weapons. 

The only words correctly defined by 
someone in all classes questioned were 
corn (Genesis 42:1), quick (Numbers 
16:30), and wealth. (1 Corinthians 
10:24) 

Tests Appreciated 


Although the misses were many and 
the scores low, the tests were obviously 
appreciated by Bible class members. 
Many at first seemed quite confident 
about their long-held misunderstandings, 
then were truly amazed to find out that 
they were wrong. As more and more 
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words were missed by more and m« 
members of the classes, inter 
mounted. The students realized t 
they were learning something wo 
while. 

There is perhaps no better way 
convince the average Bible reader t 
he does not always understand w 
he is reading. This method convince; 
the individual of his own lack of undé 
standing. 

“The Living Word” 


Most of the words used in the tes 
— there were many others besides thoi 
mentioned — are listed in “The Livin 
Word,” a smali booklet published % 
Thomas Nelson and Sons, New Yor 
In this booklet Dr. Luther A. Weigl 
Dean Emeritus of Yale Divinity Scho 
treats nearly 100 commonly misund 
stood KJV words and phrases. 

As he treats each word, he quot 
appropriate examples from contempe 
rary English literature (Shakespeare a 
others) to show how these words wer 
commonly used and understood in t 
16th and 17th centuries. 


| 
i 
| 


The Bible Word Book 


A larger, more comprehensive trez 
tise is The Bible Word Book, by Ronal 
Bridges and Luther A. Weigle, whic 
lists and treats fully 827 obsolete « 
archaic words and phrases used in tH 
King James Version of the Bible. Thi 
book is a “must” for all who continu 
to use the KJV and would learn th 
exact.meanings of all these many worc 
which are no longer readily understooc 
(See review in Nov. 29, 1960, Wit 
NESS, p. 31) 

In reviewing this book in Concord 
Theological Monthly (July 1960) Pro: 
Frederick W. Danker writes: 

“For all who insist on preserving th 
Authorized or King James Version a 
their favorite rendition of the Bible th: 
book provides the authoritative pre 
gram notes. ... Aside from the liber 
education in the history of English lex: 
cography and grammar a book like thi 
also alerts one to fine points of inte: 
pretation which otherwise might escap 
notice. . . . We were not unaware c 
the fact that the Authorized Versio 
was indeed growing old, but we mu: 
acknowledge that we never realized sh 
had so many wrinkles. Yet rather tha 
detract from the Authorized Versio 
this book actually contributes to he 
elderly charms, which though largel 
unappreciated by the younger set sti 
wear surprisingly well. On the othe 
hand, we are also convinced that pulp 
time is too precious to spend on the hi 
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iP English Bible Versions, will wibe an 
lup-to-date report on the Revised Stand- 


ty eviiliams pees so far as to put 
this own interpretation on the passage 
[1 Corinthians 11: 24, 25] when he 
chooses ‘This represents My body.” 
» A correspondent points out that in 
a later (1955) edition of The New 
4 Testament, A Private Translation in 
the Language of the People, Williams 
uses “is” in the text and in the foot- 
“metaphorical 


notes explains the “is” as 
language.” 


poe: Available 


Publish Facsimile of 
First Hungarian Version 


The first complete translation of the 
New Testament in Hungarian, pub- 
lished in 1541 by Janos Erdosi Sylves- 
ter has been republished at Budapest 
in a facsimile edition. 

A literary rarity — no more than ten 
copies of it remain — Pastor Sylvester’s 
translation was one of the earliest in 
a modern European language to appear 
at the time of the Reformation. 

The new facsimile edition was pre- 
pared from a copy treasured by the 
Raday Library of the Reformed Theo- 
logical Academy in Budapest. 

Pastor Sylvester was born in Hun- 
gary early in the 16th century and 
studied at Cracow, Poland, and Witten- 
berg, Germany. He taught for a while 
in Vienna before returning to his home- 
land, where he became pastor of the 
Lutheran church in Locse, now Lovice, 
in Czechoslovakia. There he published 
his translation. He died around 1560. 


Paying 37% — 414% Interest per annum 


Payable Semiannually 


$3,000,000.900 


KENNETH BRILL, Nov. 26, 1931, Lake- 
field, Minn., to Sept. 14, 1960, Stratford, 
Ont., Can.; son of Conrad and Emma 
Trosin Brill; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1956; parishes: Brooks-Duchess, Alta., 
Can.; Sebringville-Wartburg, Ont., 1958— 
60. "Survivors: Cheryl Korn Brill; son 


Timothy; daughter Gloria. Funeral: Sept. 
19, Sebringville. 


HERMAN A. HANDRICH, Sept. 10, 1874, 
West Bloomfield, Wis., to Oct. 29, 1960, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; son of Carl and Teresa 
Schoenick Handrich; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1901; parishes: Albany-Canton- 
Modena, Town Washington, Montpelier- 
Luxemburg, Butternut, Naugart, Wis., 
1931—43, when he resigned. Survivors: 
Pauline Pomrenke Handrich; sons Eugene, 
Carl. Funeral: Nov. 1, Milwaukee; inter- 
ment, Pinelawn Memorial Park. 


Louts H. JAGELS, Sept. 10, 1889, Daven- 
port, Nebr., tu Nov. 3, 1960, Warrens- 
burg, Mo.; son of Dietrich and Louise 
Schnakenberg Jagels; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1914; missionary to deaf (Kan- 
sas City, Mo.) in five-state area; instruc- 
tor, Lutheran High School, Deshler, Nebr., 


New 


Interest 
Notes 


“CHURCH EXTENSION NOTES 


THE CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD 


Invest Part of Your Savings to Help Build Churches, Chapels, and Schools 


New Schedule of Notes and Interest 


(In denominations of $100.00 or more) 
$750,000.00 
$750,000.00 


30-day Demand Notes - - 3% - - 
180-day Demand Notes - - 31/2 Oo Wee 
TERM NOTES 
(In denominations of $100.00 or more) 
1- or 2-year Term Notes - - 334% - - 
3- or 4-year Term Notes - - 4% - - 


(In denominations of $10,000.00 or more only) 
$300,000.00 


5-year Term Notes - - 4% Vole X= 
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$600,000.00 
$600,000.00 


| am enclosing my check in the amount of $_.__ 
Synod’s Church Extension Fund. 
payment of interest and the repayment of my deposit when | will request 
it. Please send me a 


Day Demand Note at 


Year Term Note at 


CLIP HERE 


fe asirae loanigto 
| understand that Synod guarantees the 


interest per annum. 


interest per annum. 


Name 


(Print Full Name) 


or 


(If Joint Note, Print Name of Co-owner) 


Street or R.F.D. 


State 


City 


Name of Congregation 


Make checks payable to and mail fo: 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
210 North Broadway, St. Louis 2, Missouri 
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Am 
a 
tar 


rap 
nes Districts 
4 4 Alberta and British Columbia 
aeeut Atlantic 
e California and Nevada 
F Central 
23 Central Illinois 
é Colorado 
; Eastern 
+E English 
ee Florida-Georgia 
Towa East 
% Iowa West 
Kansas 
- Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
- Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 


* North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


Total from Districts 


From sundry sources 


Total 


Agree? 


What if your congregation’s 1960 pro- 
gram called for $30,000 and only $20,700, 
or 69%, had been received during the 
first 10 months? 

There would be auite a stir to gather 
‘in the remaining $9,300 during the last 
two months! Every member would be 
alerted and contacted somehow. You 
couldn’t operate any other way. 


Do You Also Agree? 


Without the many vital services the 
5,600 congregations receive from Synod, 
~  yO.r congregation in a relatively short 
Avex time would suffer severely, and your mis- 

-<  sionary outreach for Christ would be in 
a bad way. For these vital services the 
wat,, 5,600 congregations and 1,560,000 com- 
x municant members. pledged to. give 
35 $19,772,887 during 1960. Of this amount 
<2: 69%, or $13,598,204, was received during 
the first 10 months of this year. Still 
needed is $6,174,683. 


seeplpetepeel eres 
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First 10 Months 


November 1960 2-1-60 to 11-30-60 


$ 7,314 $ 54,791 
59,488 507,089 
29730 297,500 

126,934 1,065,837 
51,000 510,000 
19S WZ 195,130 
36,000 360,021 
68,745 632,021 
10,467 104,597 
31,442 314,417 
58,000 441,000 
48,400 384,576 

5,833 52,500 

164,781 1,067,146 

1115221 1,084,617 
12,873 38,900 
17,758 142,336 
44,985 461,635 

107,957 909,786 
33,505 278.328 

77 262,577 
12,401 124,612 
15,000 150,000 
20,954 178,291 
83,447 691-223 
26,250 262,884 
12,500 125,000 
27,083 270.833 
36,674 285,981 
36,858 S21 Ee 
85,065 406,127 

117,564 852,555 

$1,519,838 $12,833,827 
764,377 


$13,598.204 


‘MARTIN E. STRIETER, Treasurer 


There Would Be Quite a Stir 


While we do not know what our con- 
gregations are giving to Christ for His 
cause through Synod during the last two 
months of this year, it is evident that 
a real effort is necessary. During the 
last two months of 1959 about $4,100,000 
was received. We need $2,100,000 more 
during the last two months of this year. 
What do? 


There Is Still’ Time 


~ At your annual meeting in January 
make sure that your congregation is send- 
ing in at least its responsible share to 
Synod — even if it means borrowing! For- 
ward that remittance in time to be credited 
to your congregation’s 1960 mission per- 
formance. Also your own personal offer- 
ing will help more than you think. Do it 
for Him. Then His cause will be off to 
a good start in the new year. God grant 


Ou grace. 
7 = J. E. HERRMANN 


Stewardship Counselor 
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and Seward teachers college; pastor, & 
condido, Calif., 1931—54, when he TH 
tired. Survivors: Eugenia Kiesling Jage 
daughter Helen Green. Funeral: Nov. | 
Warrensburg; interment, Sunset Hi 


Cemetery. 


190 


RussELL C. Prout, March 10, 
Hammond, Ind., to Nov. 26, 1960, Ne 
Orleans, La.; son of Frederick and Leon 
Hamacher Prohl; graduated Springfiek 
seminary, 1934; parishes: Cleveland, Ohia 
Seymour, Ind.; Wichita Falls, Tex.; cha 
lain, Army Ground Forces, 1942—4° 
institutional chaplain, Southern Districy 
1958—60. Survivors: Elra Cochran Proh 
sons Frederick, John; daughters Louis 
Mensing, Carol. Funeral: Nov. 29, New 
Orleans; Dec. 1, Hammond; intermen: 


Concordia Cemetery, Hammond. 
| 


JOHN L. SALVNER, Oct. 17, 1876, Sagg 
inaw, Mich., to Nov. 19, 1960, Minne 
apolis, Minn.; son of John and Mari) 
Weiss Salvner; graduated St. Louis sem 
inary, 1901 (D.D., 1944); pastor, Grac: 


retired. Executive Secretary, Synod” 
Board for Missions to the Deaf, 19435 
Survivor: daughter Marie Schweigertt 


Funeral: Nov. 21, Minneapolis. 


FREDERICK F. SCHLEEF, June 12, 18844 
Hanover, Germany, to Oct. 14, 19600 
Medina, N. Y.; son of Friedrich and Mar 
garetha Gandsbergen Schleef; graduatec 
Springfield seminary, 1909; parishes: 
Bruderheim-Beaver Hills, Alta., Can.) 
Wolcottsville, N. Y., 1914—-52, when he 
retired. Survivors: Emma Gehrke Schleeff 
sons Theodore, Norman; daughter Normé: 
Kelly. Funeral: Oct. 17, Wolcottsville: 
interment, St. Michael’s Cemetery. 


ADOLPH W. SCHMID, March 9, 1894! 
Onaga, Kans., to Aug. 1, 1960, Orange: 
Calif.; son of Rev. Adolph and Lydia 
Schneider Schmid; graduated Seward 
teachers college, 1913; schools: Los An- 
geles, Olive, Calif., 1916—-51, when he re- 
signed. Survivors: Erna Hensling Schmid; 
daughters Muriel MHarnois, Jeannette 
Barnes. Funeral: Aug. 4, Orange; inter- 
ment, St. John’s Cemetery. 


PAUL J. SCHORNACK, Dec. 11, 1888, Gro- 
ton, S. Dak., to Sept. 23, 1960, Chester, S. 
Dak.; son of George and Bertha Martin 
Schornack; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1914; pastor, St. John, Chester, 1914—60. 
Survivors: Dena Zimmermann Schornack; 
sons Rev. Arthur, Herbert; daughter Mari- 
an Habeger. Funeral: Sept. 27, Chester. 


CARL F. SCHREIN, Feb. 4, 1883, Browns- 
town, Ind., to Nov. 6, 1960, Wichita, 
Kans.; son of George and Anna Schnueck 
Schrein; graduated Springfield seminary, 
1909; parishes: Greenwood, Town Lind, 
Wis.; Lawrence, Elwood, Tobias, Sterling, 
McCook, Nebr., 1952—56, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Hattie Rosenkoetter 
Schrein; sons Arnold, Herbert, Walter, 
Norbert, Raymond; daughters Alice Bergt, 
Elinor Roesler. Funeral: Nov. 7, Wichita; 
Nov. 9, Omaha, Nebr.; interment, Omaha. 


ALWYN M. WAHL, June 27, 1887, Chi- 
cago, Ill., to Aug. 13, 1960, Hemet, Calif.; 
son of Ernest and Theresa Schroeder 
Wahl; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1909: 
parishes: Phipps, Pittsville, Eau Claire. 
Edgerton, Wis., 1939—52, when he re- 
tired; institutional missionary, Madison. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


§ 1935—39. Survivors: Adelinde 
m% Wahl; sons Gerhardt, Rev. Martin, 
\yiirt; daughters Esther Fischer, Gloria 
hagen, Gertrude. Funeral: Aug. 15, 
Aonte, Calif.; interment, Rose Hill 
etery, Whittier, Calif. 


iy, 1913; parishes: Rosebud Indian 
yervation, S. Dak.; Lane, S. Dak.; Park 
Mont.; Revillo-Albee, S. Dak., 
54, when he retired. Survivors: 
lotte Guenthner Walz; sons Martin, 
| Funeral: Nov. 14, Mankato; 
- 15, Freeman, S.Dak.; interment, 
eman Cemetery. 


m 


ALTER W. WINTER, Feb. 25, 1892, 
JBanville, Wis., to Oct. 9, 1960, Che- 
idse, Tll.; son of Daniel and Christine 
jabe Winter; graduated St. Louis semi- 
Wy, 1917; parishes: Hoisington, Kans.; 
Wshing, Okla.; Chebanse, 1925—52, 
en he retired. Survivors: Louise 
alichting Winter; son Walter; daughters 
er Bertsch, Ruth Bouse, Louise Kin- 
ger. 
ment, Evergreen Cemetery. 


Funeral: Oct. 12, Chebanse; in- 


NOHN V. WOELFLE, Aug. 16, 1895, Tavis- 
*k, Oni., Can., to Nov. 21, 1960, Mitch- 
» Ont.; son of Martin and Christina 
erklinger Woelfle; graduated Springfield 
inary, 1920; parishes: Port Arthur, 
t.; Duff, Sask.; Delhi, Ont.; Mitchell, 
45—60, when he retired. Survivors: 
artha Newmaster Woelfle; son Paul; 
nughters Elsie Klein, Ruth Becker. 
meral: Nov. 24, Mitchell; interment, 
race Cemetery. 


| Not 
| Ordinations and Installations 


PASTORS 
Installed: 
uman, Walter H., Hope, Two Harbors, Minn., 
by Floyd F. Possehl, Nov. 13. 
ahrmann, R. G., Mount Olive, Des Moines, 
Iowa, by Paul G. Stephan, Nov. 6. 
*khoff, Raynold H., Zion, Tacoma, Wash., 
by Louis F. Rush, Nov. 13. 
terbringer, Kenneth, as missionary in Tempe, 
Ariz., by Orville W. Schlueter, Nov. 13. 
991, Leon, as missionary in Hawthorne, in 
St. Philip’s, Compton, Calif., by E. C. J. 
Boxdorfer, Nov. 6. 
uckaby, Charles W., Gethsemane, La Canada, 
Calif., by R. E. Schulz, Nov. 13. 
erson, Theodore A., Redeemer, Fresno, Calif., 
by Albert C. Young, Nov. 13. 
empfert, Frederick, St. John, Galva, Iowa, by 
Richard W. Lammers, Nov. 6. 
pehler, Luther A., Redeemer, Portage la 
Prairie, Man., Can., by Pres. L. W. Koehler, 
Sept. 25. 
rampitz, David R., Holy Cross, 
N. Y., by Gilbert Oldsen, Nov. 13. 
indgraf, Walter H., Immanuel, Gresham, 
and St. Paul, Utica, Nebr., by Leonard W. 
Heidemann, Nov. 6. 
onhardt, Elmer F., Trinity, Chestertown, 
Md., by Theodore Hafner, Nov. 13. 
eyer, Arno C., St. Luke, Olmsted, Ill., by 
Waldemar V. Kohlmeier, Nov. 20. ; 
lug, Theodore F., Trinity, Marquette, Mich., 
by Pres. Lloyd H. Goetz, Oct. 16. 
otenhauer, Norman, Our Redeemer, Hon- 
olulu, Hawaii, by Walter W. Grumm, Nov. 13. 
nner, Martin, Peace, Omaha, Nebr., by E. J. 
Dreyer, Oct. 30. 
uning, Daniel G., as asst. pastor, St. Luke, 
New York, N.Y., by Albert L. Neibacher, 
Oct. 16. ; 
emer, Fred M., Bethany, Connersville, Ind., 
by Dean Greunke, Nov. 13. a 


Clarence, 


;CEMBER 27, 1960 


SSS 
ASSIGNMENT OF CALLS 


Calls for ministerial and teacher candidates 
and applications for vicars and women teach- 
ers must be in the hands of the District Presi- 
dents by March 15, by resolution of the College 
of District Presidents. 

Diplomas of vocation for pastors and male 
teacher graduates may be purchased from 
Concordia Publishing House. Application forms 
for ministerial and teacher vicars and for 
women graduates or undergraduates should 
be obtained from your District President. Please 
use the latest approved forms for these ap- 
plications. 

Synod's regulation (Handbook 4.09) makes 
the College of Presidents responsible for the 
assignment of calls to graduates of Synod's 
terminal schools. No direct call should be sent 
to a graduate. The Board of Assignments will 
honor a request for a certain graduate, but 
it reserves the right to reject such a request. 

Please note that the deadline is March 15, 


el GEORGE W. WITTMER, Chairman 
College of District Presidents 


Senter, John D., St. Mark, Butte, Mont., by 
Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, Nov. 6. 

Thiele, Karl A., Prince of Peace, Tulsa, Okla., 
by Clarence W. Knippa, Nov. 13. 

Erwin Vaudt, Trinity, Hartford, and First Eng- 
lish, Parker, S. Dak., by Pres. E. O. Lues- 
senhop and P. R. Albrecht, Nov. 13. 


Inducted: 


Laetsch, Willis E., as asst. professor, Concor- 
dia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by O. 
A. Graebner, Nov. 6. 

Widman, Richard W., as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by O. A. 
Graebner, Nov. 6. 


TEACHERS 
Installed: € 


Becker, Henry, Luther High School North, 
Chicago, in Holy Spirit, Elk Grove Village, 
Ill., by Martin E. Marty, Nov. 6. 

Cordes, Cand. John B., St. Paul, Chicago, IIl., 
by Enno Gahl, Sept. 18. 

Fiedler, Ralph, as minister of education and 
music, First Immanuel, San Jose, Calif., by 
A. J. Brommer, Aug. 21. 

Hintz, Robert E., Trinity, Wausau, Wis., by E. 
H. Bertermann, Aug. 28. 

Kloeber, William G., West Portal, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., by Ihno A. Janssen, Jr., Nov. 6. 

Offermann, Glenn, Luther High School South, 
in Hope, Chicago, Il., by Herbert T. Wians, 
Oct. 30. 

Rahn, Russell, Trinity, Wausau, Wis., by E. H. 
Bertermann, Aug. 28. 

Smith, Dale R., St.John, Taylor, Mich., by 
Albert Firchau, Nov. 13. 
Spletzer, Edgar R., St. Peter, Arlington 

Heights, Ill., by Robert Bartz, Sept. 18. 


Inducted: 


Blomenberg, Gilbert, as asst. professor, Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by 
O. A. Graebner, Nov. 6. ; 

Getz, Richard E., as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by O. A. 
Graebner, Nov. 6. 

Surburg, Cand. Paul R., as instructor, Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by 
O. A. Graebner, Nov. 6. ; 

Wolfram, William R., as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by O. A 
Graebner, Nov. 6. 


Ev. Lutheran Church of England 


PASTOR 

Installed: ; 

Borgas, Walter P., St. Paul, Boreham Wood, 
Hertfordshire, England, by EE. George 
Pearce, Oct. 30. 


Official Notices 


The time for nomination of candidates to 
the chair of associate professor in the area of 
educa‘ion at St. Paul’s College, Concordia. Mo., 
has been extended 30 days from date of this 
notice. All nominations are to be sent to 


( 687 ) 


President Lambert J. Mehl, St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo.— Howarp G. BartH, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control. 


Henry Biar, Monahans, Tex., has resigned 
from the parish. ministry of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod and is not eligible 
for call.— A.Bert F. Jesse, President, Texas 
District. 

Election Results 


On Nov. 11 the duly constituted electors (the 
President of Synod, the chairman of the Board 
for Higher Education, the President of the 
Central Illinois District, and the Board of 
Control) elected Prof. Robert Bertram, Val- 
paraiso, Ind., to an associate professorship in 
systematic theology at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Springfield, Il].— Grorce J. Beto, 
President. 


Dr. N. S. Tjernagel, River Forest, Ill., has 
been called as associate professor in the de- 
partment of historical theology at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. — FREDERIC NIEDNER, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Request for Colloquy 


_ Rev. Melvin Spenn, pastor in good standing 
in the American Lutheran Church, has applied 
for a colloquy preliminary to entering the 
parish ministry of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod. — Atsert F. JEssr, President, 
Texas District. 


Available 


Altar, lectern, pulpit paraments. Write: 
Mrs. M. J. Niemann, R.1, Box 25, Michigan 
City, Ind. 


For transportation cost, two solid white-oak 
kneeling benches with arm rest, 6/9’ in 
length, with mohair wine-color cushions. 
Write: Turo. F. Herne, R. 2, New Haven, Ind. 


Wanted 
Married couples as house parents. Also 
drivers, maintenance men, etc. Write: BE- 


Bee a LutHERAN Home, Box 296, Watertown, 
is. 


Black choir robes for mission congregation. 
Write: Mrs. D. J. SCHWENE, 227 Alabama Road, 
Dyess A. F.B., Tex. 


District director for statewide child welfare 
and adoption program (intersynodical). 
Should be professionally trained social worker 
with two years’ training in a graduate school 
of social work. Salary open. Write: LUTHERAN 
WELFARE ASSOCIATION, 34 W. Sixth Ave., 
Helena, Mont. 


Changes of Address 
Pastors: 


Beck, R. H. (em.), 118 W. Circle Dr., 
Jefferson City, Mo. 
Berger, Chap. Harold E., R.1, Topeka, Kans. 
Bopp, Clarence H., R.1, Louisiana, Mo. 
Dorn, Herbert P., 6330 Southwood, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Finke, Roland, 105 State St., Merrill, Wis. 
Gehner, Albert H., R.1, Shelby, Mich. 
Heinemeier, G. W., Box 626, Olney, Tex. 
Hilgendorf, T. H., R.4, Sterling, Il. 
Krahn, Kenneth L., St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Fredericksburg, lowa 
Ollenburg, W. C., 5725 Lenox Ave., 
Lincoln 10, Nebr. 
Plehn, Herbert E., Box 142, 
Lexington Park, Md. 
Raedeke, Gilbert H., 140 Sixth Ave., S. W., 
Perham, Minn. 
Schemm, Milton R., 30022 First St., 
St. Clair Shores, Mich. : 
Schliepsiek, John (em.), 1409 S. Livingston, 
Peoria, II. ‘ 
Schmidt, F. C., 615 Main, Breckenridge, 
Mi 


inn. : 
Thiele, Karl, 235 W. Zion, Tulsa, Okla. 
Thielo, Paul J., 31 Jean Place, 

Syosset, L. I., N. Y. 
Vogel, Theodore H., Louisville, Nebr. 
Voss, Hans, 64 Garfield Ave., Danbury, Conn. 


Teachers: 

Geyer, Bernard J., 36100 Ladywood, 
Livonia, Mich. p . 

Harper, Curtis D., 6054 Vermillion, 
New Orleans 22, La. 

Lettermann, Henry L., 425 N. Maple Ave., 
Oak Park, Il. 

Markworth, Kenneth, 2735 N. Mozart, 
Chicago 47, Il. 

Wisch, Frederick W., 1129 S. Thomas St., 
Apt. A, Arlington 4, Va. 


23 


In this merry season it is so easy to lose sight of the real joy and meanin 
_ of Christmas. Yet we should remember that we are celebrating the Birt. 
of our Savior Who was born in a stable at Bethlehem. 


_As the fraternal life insurance society — dedicated exclusively to 
serving you and fellow Synodical Conference Lutherans — we | 
wish for all ., . a Merry and Blessed Christmas. 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


America’s Largest Fraternal Life Insurance Society 
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